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Residents May Experience Smoke From Fire in Milton 
 

At 12:41 p.m. on Monday, February 28 Santa Rosa County Emergency Management received a call about a possible 
fire at a land clearing debris pit, formally the Lee Pit located near the 6000 block of Stewart Street and Trammel 
Drive in Milton, now owned by Joiner Fill Dirt LLC. Skyline Fire Department, the Division of Forestry and Santa 
Rosa County Environmental personnel responded to the fire which is now considered contained within the pit. Fire 
department staff will continue to monitor the fire and respond if the fire spreads to adjacent properties, however the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection is the lead response agency for environmental issues.   
 
With the expected change in wind direction tomorrow, residents in the area may see or smell smoke. According to 
the Santa Rosa County Health Department, unlike other types of pits, smoke from land clearing debris does not pose 
a risk to healthy residents, but may aggravate the symptoms of those with preexisting conditions or chronic diseases 
like asthma, lung or heart disease.  The health department will work with emergency management to monitor the fire 
and health conditions. 
 
The Santa Rosa County Health Department recommends the following steps whenever smoke is present: 
 Limit your exposure to smoke outdoors and indoors. 
 Stay inside and use your air conditioner. If you do not have an air conditioner or smoke is likely to get inside 

your house, leave the area until the smoke is completely gone. 
 Avoid activities that put extra demands on your lungs and heart. These include exercising or physical chores, 

both outdoors and indoors. 
 Make sure you take all your medications according to the doctor’s directions. Contact your doctor if your health 

gets worse. 
 Leave the area if you are at greater risk from breathing smoke. 
 Dust masks, bandanas, or other cloths (even if wet) will not protect you from smoke. 

 
Residents with health related questions or concerns should contact their private physician or the Santa Rosa County 
Health Department Environmental Division at (850) 983-5275. 
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