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Tropical Storm Lee Update #2 
 
Emergency management staff are currently monitoring and preparing for any possible impacts to Santa Rosa County 
from Tropical Storm Lee.  The emergency operation center is activated at a level 3, or monitoring phase. Staff will 
participate in weather briefings and monitor river levels throughout the weekend. Road and bridge staff are on 
standby to respond as needed. Residents are urged to regularly tune in to local media outlets and the Santa Rosa 
County website at www.santarosa.fl.gov over the holiday weekend as conditions may change quickly. 
 
Storm Information as Currently Forecasted by the National Weather Service 
 Santa Rosa County is currently under flash flood watch, a high surf advisory, a costal flood advisory and small 

craft advisory.  
 Deadly rip currents, high surf, minor beach erosion and minor coastal flooding are expected. 
 Beachgoers, swimmers and surfers should heed red flag warnings and stay out of the water as deadly rip currents 

and rough surf conditions are forecasted through Thursday, September 8.   
 Five to 10 inches of rain is possible, with the heaviest rainfall on Sunday through Wednesday, September 7.  
 The threat of inland flooding remains high through Thursday, September 8. 
 Marine waters can see winds 25-35 knots and seas 10 to 14 feet offshore. 

 
County Offices/Court System/School System 
 There are currently no plans to close county offices, court system or schools. 
 After school activities, including football games will take place as scheduled. 

 
Traffic Conditions 
 Any closures will be announced as they occur.  
 In the event of road closures, do not remove road barricades on closed roads or bridges.  Even after the water has 

receded, public works crews must complete safety inspections.  
 
Flash Flood Safety  
 Sand bags and sand are available for purchase at local hardware/home improvement stores including Lowe’s, 

Home Depot, Ace Hardware, and Hall’s Hardware and Lumber.  
 More deaths occur due to flooding each year than from any other thunderstorm or hurricane related hazard. Many 

of these casualties are a result of careless or unsuspecting motorists who attempt to navigate flooded roads. The 
National Weather Service now warns anyone who comes to a flooded roadway, “Turn around… don’t drown!” 

       Follow these safety rules: 
 If flooding occurs, get to higher ground. Stay away from flood-prone areas, including dips, low spots, 

valleys, ditches, washes, etc. 
 Avoid flooded areas or those with rapid water flow. Do not attempt to cross a flowing stream. It takes 

only six inches of fast flowing water to sweep you off your feet. 
 Don’t allow children to play near high water, storm drains or ditches. Hidden dangers could lie beneath 

the water. 
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 Flooded roads could have significant damage hidden by floodwaters. NEVER drive through floodwaters 
or on flooded roads. If your vehicle stalls, leave it immediately and seek higher ground. Water only two 
feet deep can float away most automobiles. 

 Do not camp or park your vehicle along streams and washes, particularly when threatening conditions 
exist. 

 Be especially cautious at night when it is harder to recognize flood dangers. 
 
 
General Safety Information  
 www.santarosa.fl.gov or follow us on Twitter at @SRCBOCC 
 Please monitor your home weather radio and local media outlets for the most up-to-date information.  
 Your best defense in any disaster is a NOAA Weather radio.  
 Citizens can signup to automatically receive breaking news alerts from Santa Rosa County Emergency 

Management via e-mail or as a text message on their cell phone at:  
http://www.santarosa.fl.gov/emergency/publicwarning.html 
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