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MEMORANDUM

TO: Board of Commissioners
FROM: Tony Gomillion, County Administrator
DATE: October 21, 2016

SUBJECT: Substitute Member — Canvassing Board

Discussion:

Due to the absence of Commissioner Cole and Williamson later next week it will be
necessary to appoint a substitute member to the Canvassing Board during their
absence. The Canvassing Board is scheduled to meet Monday through Saturday at 3PM
during the election cycle. The following is the excerpt from the State Statute:

102.141 County canvassing board; duties.—

(1) The county canvassing board shall be composed of the supervisor of elections; a
county court judge, who shall act as chair; and the chair of the board of county
commissioners. In the event any member of the county canvassing board is unable to
serve, is a candidate who has opposition in the election being canvassed, or is an active
participant in the campaign or candidacy of any candidate who has opposition in the
election being canvassed, such member shall be replaced as follows:

(a) If no county court judge is able to serve or if all are disqualified, the chief judge of
the judicial circuit in which the county is located shall appoint as a substitute member a
qualified elector of the county who is not a candidate with opposition in the election
being canvassed and who is not an active participant in the campaign or candidacy of
any candidate with opposition in the election being canvassed. In such event, the
members of the county canvassing board shall meet and elect a chair.

(b) If the supervisor of elections is unable to serve or is disqualified, the chair of the
board of county commissioners shall appoint as a substitute member a member of the
board of county commissioners who is not a candidate with opposition in the election
being canvassed and who is not an active participant in the campaign or candidacy of
any candidate with opposition in the election being canvassed. The supervisor, however,
all act in an advisory capacity to the canvassing board.

Office: 850.983.1877 | Fax: 850.983.1856 | www.santarosa.fl.gov



(c) If the chair of the board of county commissioners is unable to serve or is
disqualified, the board of county commissioners shall appoint as a substitute member
one of its members who is not a candidate with opposition in the election being
canvassed and who is not an active participant in the campaign or candidacy of any
candidate with opposition in the election being canvassed.

(d) If a substitute member cannot be appointed as provided elsewhere in this
subsection, the chief judge of the judicial circuit in which the county is located shall
appoint as a substitute member a qualified elector of the county who is not a candidate
with opposition in the election being canvassed and who is not an active participant in
the campaign or candidacy of any candidate with opposition in the election being
canvassed.

(2) The county canvassing board shall meet in a building accessible to the public in the
county where the election occurred at a time and place to be designated by the
supervisor of elections to publicly canvass the absentee electors’ ballots as provided for
in s. 101.68 and provisional ballots as provided by ss. 101.048, 101.049, and 101.6925.
Provisional ballots cast pursuant to s. 101.049 shall be canvassed in a manner that votes
for candidates and issues on those ballots can be segregated from other votes. Public
notice of the time and place at which the county canvassing board shall meet to canvass
the absentee electors’ ballots and provisional ballots shall be given at least 48 hours
prior thereto by publication on the supervisor of elections’ website and once in one or
more newspapers of general circulation in the county or, if there is no newspaper of
general circulation in the county, by posting such notice in at least four conspicuous
places in the county. As soon as the absentee electors’ ballots and the provisional
ballots are canvassed, the board shall proceed to publicly canvass the vote given each
candidate, nominee, constitutional amendment, or other measure submitted to the
electorate of the county, as shown by the returns then on file in the office of the
supervisor of elections.

(3) The canvass, except the canvass




