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MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Board of County Commissioners 

THRU:  Tony Gomillion, County Administrator 

FROM:  Rhonda Royals, Building Official 

SUBJECT: Flood Variance Request – Barry Cooper 

DATE:    February 24, 2016 

DISCUSSION 

Mr. Barry Cooper is seeking a floodplain variance to allow the use of a slab foundation in lieu 
of a piling foundation as required by Article 10.03.02(A).  The proposed project is the 
construction of a single family home to be located at 1142 Oyster Bay Drive, Milton, Florida, 
identified by parcel number 25-1S-28-4914-00E00-0020.  If granted, this variance would 
only vary our local “freeboard” or higher regulatory requirement for the type of 
foundation and not the requirements set forth in the National Insurance Flood Program. 

BACKGROUND 

Mr. Cooper’s property lies in an AE flood zone but is within 200 feet from the mean high tide 
line in an area where local regulation imposes V-zone construction standards.   V-zone 
construction standards require a structure to be elevated on pilings so the lowest horizontal 
member is located no lower than the required base flood elevation.  The required elevation at 
this site is 9 feet above mean sea level.  However, based on the soil conditions at this site (see 
attached report) the engineer suggests “the better foundation option for this lot would be 
shallow in nature with a monolithic-concrete being optimum.  The structure will be elevated on 
blocks to achieve the minimum finished floor elevation of 9 ft.  The permit will require the 
builder to adhere to our current erosion control protective measures which consists of silt 
screens and hay bales placed between the development site and water body to prevent 
sediment or debris from leaving the development parcel. The use of red clay or clay-sand 
mixtures will be limited to foundations and driveways and must be capped within seven (7) 
days of placement. 
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