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Public Input Sought for RESTORE Act Projects 
 

The Santa Rosa County Board of Commissioners has approved a draft multi-year implementation plan describing projects 

that could potentially be funded with RESTORE Act direct component funds available to Santa Rosa County as a result of 

the Transocean Settlement. The plan, developed based on recommendations made by the Santa Rosa County Local Restore 

Council, includes 15 projects totaling $3.7 million. There will be a 45-day public review and comment period before the 

plan is sent to the U.S. Treasury Department for acceptance. Two meetings are scheduled to present the multi-year 

implementation plan and to solicit comments from the public:  

 

 Monday, Oct. 19 at 6 p.m., Santa Rosa County Commission Meeting Room, 6495 Caroline St. in Milton 

 Tuesday, Oct. 20 at 6 p.m., Woodlawn Beach Middle School Media Center, 1500 Woodlawn Way in Gulf Breeze 

The RESTORE Act requires Santa Rosa County to create a multi-year implementation plan which is submitted to the U.S. 

Treasury Department for review and acceptance. Projects included in the plan must address one or more of the eligible 

activities defined in the RESTORE Act:  

 

 Restoration and protection of natural resources  

 Mitigation of damage to natural resources 

 Implementation of a federally approved marine or coastal management plan  

 Workforce development and job creation 

 Improving state parks affected by the spill 

 Infrastructure projects benefitting the economy or ecological resources  

 Flood protection and infrastructure  

 Promotion of tourism 

 Promotion of Gulf seafood consumption 

 

Residents can view the draft multi-year implementation plan at www.santarosa.fl.gov/restore under the Proposal Details 

tab. Hard copies are also available for review from 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. in the commission office located in Suite M at 6495 

Caroline St. in Milton or at each of the five public county libraries. In addition to providing comments at one of the public 

meetings, residents may submit written comments by emailing restore@santarosa.fl.gov or by mail to Santa Rosa County 

BOCC, RESTORE Act Coordinator, 6495 Caroline St. Suite H, Milton, FL 32570. All comments must be received by  

Nov. 16 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

As of March 31, direct component funds available to Santa Rosa County are $4,416,336. The funding to implement projects 

included in the multi-year implementation plan is just one of the many sources of funding associated with the Deepwater 

Horizon oil spill. It is anticipated that an additional $24 million in direct component funds will be made available to Santa 

Rosa County over the next 15 years once litigation and Clean Water Act fines against BP are finalized.  

 

# # # 

 

http://www.santarosa.fl.gov/restore
mailto:restore@santarosa.fl.gov


 
Public Input Meeting  

October 19, 2015 
  



PRESS GAZETTE 
Published Bi-Weekly 

6629 Elva Street- Phone 623-2120 
Milton, Santa Rosa County, Florida 32570 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF: SANTA ROSA 

Before the undersigned authority personally appeared 

Ashley Abraham 
Who on oath says that she is 

Cashier 
of the Press Gazette, a bi-weekly newspaper published at Milton in 

· Santa Rosa..GountyTFlerida; that the attaehed copy of advertisement, 
being a 

LEGAL NOTICE 
RE: PUBLIC MEETING 

was published in said newspaper in the issues of 

9/30/2015 

Affiant further says that the said Press Gazette is a newspaper 
published at Milton in said Santa Rosa County, Florida, and that the 
said newspaper has heretofore been continuously published in said 
Santa Rosa County, Florida, each week and has been entered as 
second class mail matter at the post office in Milton, in Santa Rosa 
County, Florida, for a period of one year next preceding the first 
publication of the attached copy of advertisement; and affiant further 
says that he has neither paid nor promised any person, firm or 
corporation any discount, rebate, commission or refund for the 
purpose of securing this advertisement for publication in said 

that the above information is true and correct 
edge. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 12TH 
daY- of OCTOBER, 2015. 

CAROLYN V. BARNES 
MY COMMISSION i1 FF 163951 

EXPIRES: No ber 12. 2018 
Bonded Thr ry Public Underwr~ers 

Type of identification produced ____________ _ 







 

RESTORE Public Comments         

Public Input Meeting, 6 PM October 19, 2015    BOCC Meeting Room  

 

Ralph Agnew- Navarre 

Water quality projects account for about 50% of projects selected.  Be sure to consider Representative 
Sutherland’s comments on water quality. 

Jessica Koelsch (NWF)  

The number of water quality projects included in the MYIP is impressive.  Applauds Santa Rosa County 
for doing a great job. 

Darryl Boudreau (TNC)  

Project selection is awesome.  Santa Rosa County made it an open public process.  Thank you for doing a 
tremendous job.    
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
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weekly newspaper published at Navarre in Santa Rosa County, Florida; that 
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LAURA M. BALDRIDGE 
MY COMMISSION #Ff118815 

EXPIRES: MAY 04, 2018 
Bonded through 1st State Insurance 

Personally know~ or produced identification __ . 

Type of Identification produced: _________ _ 
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TICKETTICKET

(PG-13) To buy tickets online, go to: 
WWW.MOVIESHOWTIME.NET   
FIND US ON

TONIGHT'S
PREMIERES
SHOWING

There is an extra $2.50
charge for 3D movies
*Sorry, No Passes

for 3D Movies
(850) 934-3332 EXT 1

1233 Crane Cove Blvd.
Gulf Breeze, Florida 

(3.7 miles east of
Pensacola Beach Exit)

Friday, Oct 2, thru Sunday Oct 4, 
BLACK MASS (R)
EVEREST 2D (PG13)
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 2D (PG)
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 3D (PG)
THE MARTIAN 3D (PG13) 
MAZE RUNNER: SCORCH TRIALS (PG13) 

SICARIO (R)
THE INTERN (PG13)
THE MARTIAN (PG13)

Monday, Oct 5, thru Thursday Oct 8, 
BLACK MASS (R)
EVEREST 2D (PG13)
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 2D (PG)
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 3D (PG)
THE MARTIAN 3D (PG13)
MAZE RUNNER: SCORCH TRIALS (PG13)

SICARIO (R)
THE INTERN (PG13)
THE MARTIAN (PG13) 

DOORS OPEN 
DAILY 12:30

SubScribe to Gulf breeze NewS
$39 for 52 Weeks [Senior Discount $34/52 Weeks] 

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:

(Circle One) Renewal or Subscription 

Method of Payment: Check #
(Circle)Visa   MC   AX  Card#

Vcode (3 Digit Code) from back of card: Exp:

or mail to: 
Gulf Breeze News
P.O. Box 1414
Gulf Breeze, FL 32562

Certain neighborhoods are receiving this issue 
compliments of Gulf Breeze News. Keep up with 
the latest news in your neighborhood. 

call  932-8986 to 
subscribe today!

Linda Andereck 
Knowles
1949-2015

Linda Andereck Knowles, 66, 
of Gulf Breeze, passed away on 
Saturday, September 26, 2015 
surrounded by friends and fam-
ily.

Linda leaves behind her be-
loved son, Brian Knowles, his 
precious wife Jill, as well as the 
“two loves of her life”, 2 grand-
children, Julia and Stella. She 
also leaves behind her life part-
ner and best friend since 2001, 
Dave Lindemann. Linda is also 
survived by her sister, Carolyn 
Bronson, brother-in law, Jim; 
niece, Jennifer Dunbar (Jay), 
nephew Jim Bronson (Vicki); 
great nephew, Tommy and 2 
great nieces, Lauren and Grace.

She was preceded in death by 
her loving parents, Bessie and 
Clint Andereck.  

Linda grew up in Pensacola, 
where she was the Salutatorian 
of Woodham High School, class 
of 1967. She taught mathemat-
ics in the classroom for over 35 
years, she was the “Calculus 
Queen” and received the honor 
of Teacher of the Year at Gulf 
Breeze High School. She adored 
and loved her students, and they 
adored and loved her. She con-
tinued to tutor students in Cal-
culus after retiring.

She had so much joy in life 
and lived every moment to the 
fullest. She sang beautifully and 
loved playing tennis and walk-
ing. Spending time with her 
cats, her grandchildren and her 
friends were her most favorite 
moments.

Linda brought joy, love and 
light to every person she met. 
Her smile was contagious. She 
saw only the best in people and 
was loved by all who knew her.    

As a friend said, heaven got 
a beautiful, purple sparkly, glit-
tery soul. 

Visitation was held Tues-
day, September 29, 2015 at 
Gulf Breeze United Methodist 
Church, 75 Fairpoint Dr., Gulf 
Breeze, FL 32561. Graveside 
services will were held at 10 

a.m. Wednesday, September 
30, 2015 at Bayview Memorial 
Park, 3351 Scenic Hwy., Pen-
sacola, FL 32503.

Flowers are welcome or 
in lieu of fl owers, memorial 
contributions may be made to 
Gulf Breeze United Methodist 
Church.

   

William R. Semaine
1926-2015

William Semaine, age 89 
passed away September 19, 
2015 at his home in Gulf Breeze, 
Florida.  He was born in Man-
chester, England on February 9, 
1926.  He brought his family to 
the United States in 1960, who 
all became US Citizens of his 
adopted country.    

Bill was a sweet gentle soul 
with a great sense of humor.  He 
will be greatly missed, but we 
will take comfort in knowing he 

is united with God and reunited 
with his loved ones who have 
gone on before him and is pa-
tiently waiting for his beloved 
Dorothy.   

He is survived by his beloved 
wife of 67 years, Dorothy Se-
maine, children Susan Hinote 
(Roger Hinote), Jessie Jaeger, 
Florience Mathis and William 
Semaine, Jr.   Grandchildren 
include Jason Mathis, Melissa   
Mathis, Stephanie Smith, Brian 
Hinote and Sarah Hinote.   Great 
grandchildren include Bradley 
Smith, Hunter Smith, Jaiden 
Jones,  Ashlynn Brown, Kylie 
Brown and Gaije Mathis.    

Funeral Services were held 
Tuesday, September 22, 2015 
at 10:00 AM, at First Baptist 
Church Gulf Breeze with Pas-
tor Jeff Spooneybarger  officiat-
ing.   Visitation was held from 
9:00 till 10:00 AM followed by 
the funeral service at 10:00 AM. 
Burial was private at Rose Lawn 
Cemetery Gulf Breeze.

Flowers will be accepted or 
you may make donations to the 
American Heart Association.  

You may offer condolences, 
share memories and sign the 
guestbook at www.roselawn-
fh.com.

IN MEMORY

DEAR DR. ROACH: I am a fit 
54-year-old male who bicycles a lot. 
My friends and I are pretty competitive 
when we do our rides, pushing hard and 
 challenging each other in positive ways. 
I donate blood as often as I’m allowed. 
After donating, my legs feel more 
 fatigued when I ride, and I’m not as 
strong, particularly on the climbs. How 
long can I use my blood donation as an 
“excuse” for lacking strength? -- A.R. 

ANSWER: What ultimately 
 determines how much work your legs 
can do is the amount of oxygen the 
muscles are able to get, once you have 
achieved a high level of muscular 
 fitness. The amount of red blood cells 
in your blood and the amount of blood 
your heart can pump are the limiting 
factors for oxygen delivery in a healthy 
person. So, for a given degree of cardio-
vascular fitness, your ability to go fast 
and climb hills is directly influenced by 

how many red blood cells 
you have. That’s why elite 
cyclists sometimes used to 
get blood transfusions be-
fore a race. An extra unit of 
blood might make only a 3 
percent difference, but the 
 difference between the win-
ner of the Tour de France 
and the last-place finisher 
is right around 3 percent.

Unfortunately, too many red blood 
cells increases the risk for stroke 
and heart attack, and several ama-
teur and professional cyclists have 
died as a  complication of too much 
blood  transfused or its more  modern 
 equivalent, the hormone  erythropoietin, 
which causes the body to make more 
of its own blood.  Losing blood, from 
bleeding or donation,  consequently re-
duces performance.

The plasma (fluid and proteins) is 

made up within 
24 hours after 
donating blood, 
but it takes four 
to six weeks to 
regain the blood 
cells. Donating a 
unit of blood can 
save up to three 
lives. That should 

give you some consolation. Maybe per-
suade your friends to donate blood at 
the same time, so you all are on a level 
playing field, so to speak.

***
DEAR DR. ROACH: I am  looking 

to have surgery on my cervical  vertebrae 
at a prestigious hospital in St. Louis. 
 Before I had even made up my mind, the 
hospital sent a form regarding  arbitration. 
If anything should go wrong, they want 
me to agree to arbitration  instead of 
 going through the court system. They 

say the choice is mine. Is this normal 
 preoperative paperwork? -- T.B.

ANSWER: This is increasingly 
common, and a brief survey of surgeons 
gave me a mixed response -- some felt 
it wasn’t a red flag at all, and others 
recommending double-checking the 
surgeon’s record, perhaps through the 
state medical board. Any disciplinary 
action must be publicly available, and 
in Missouri it is freely available on the 
website at pr.mo.gov/healingarts.asp.

While I understand you might be tak-
en aback by the question, many hospitals 
are moving toward arbitration as a means 
of reducing malpractice coverage costs. 
I personally don’t see it as a reason to be 
concerned about the surgeon. However, 
I spoke 
with an at-
torney, who 
advised not 
agreeing to 

arbitration, as it isn’t germane to your 
medical condition and may limit your 
options later.

***
Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable to 

answer individual letters, but will 
incorporate them in the column 

whenever possible. Readers may email 
questions to ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu. To view and order health 
pamphlets, visit www.rbmamall.com, 
or write to Good Health, 628 Virginia 
Drive Orlando, FL 32803.

(c) 2015 North America Synd., Inc.
All Rights Reserved

Donating blood can affect athlete’s performance

Public Meeting Notice

Santa Rosa County will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, 
October 20th at 6:00 p.m. at Woodlawn Beach Elementa-
ry School, located at 1500 Woodlawn Way in Gulf Breeze, 
FL 32563.

The purpose of the public meeting is to present the coun-
ty’s draft multi-year implementation plan including 15 
projects proposed to be funded with RESTORE Act direct 
component funds currently available to Santa Rosa Coun-
ty and to solicit comments from the public. The plan can 
be reviewed at www.santarosa.fl .gov/restore and hard 
copies are available for inspection upon request. 

Any questions regarding the public meeting should be di-
rected to Sheila Fitzgerald, Grants Director at 850-983-
1848. If you are a person with a disability who needs any 
accommodation in order to participate in a public meet-
ing you are entitled to the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact Emily Spencer at (850) 983-1855 or at 
6495 Caroline Street. Milton at least one (1) week prior 
to the date of the public meeting. 

Legal 27247 Gulf Breeze News 10/1/15

Patricia Russo

FREE
HEARING

TEST!

We are a Multiline Dealer

All Makes/Models
Serving Pensacola over 47 years

Professional Hearing Aid Center

438-4092
Juana’s Pagoda & Sail-

ors’ Grill to hold 22nd 
Annual Chili Cook-off to 
benefit Caring & Sharing

The 22nd Annual Chili 
Cook-off event is sched-
uled for Sunday, October 
18th at Juana’s Pagoda 
and Sailor’s Grill, Navarre 
Beach. Many locals and 
friends look forward to 
this fun fall outreach event 
sponsored by Juana’s Pa-
goda to benefit Caring & 
Sharing of South Santa 
Rosa County. 

 “Last year’s was another successful fund-
raiser with over $3,000 collected for Caring 
and Sharing,” said Ann Thompson, Caring & 
Sharing President. “This has been a depend-
able once a year fundraiser where people get 
together to enjoy the beach, volleyball, chili 
and salsa competitions while raising dollars 
to support those in need.”

Caring & Sharing is a 100 percent volun-
teer organization, there are no paid employ-
ees. Its mission is to aid families and the 

elderly in South Santa Rosa 
County over the Holidays, 
aligning with scheduled 
school breaks when typical-
ly more assistance is needed 
to make a tougher period a 
little less stressful.

For those in need, reg-
istration is required, 2015 
interview registration dates 
are as follows: Saturday, 
Oct. 10 and Sunday, Oct. 
11 from 2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 
Monday, Oct. 12 from 5p.m. 
- 8p.m. Interviews will be 
held at only one location: 

Liberty Church at 6006 Gulf Breeze Park-
way, Gulf Breeze, FL (located next to Mer-
edith Lumber on Hwy 98). 

For the Chili Cook-off on Sunday, Oc-
tober 18th bring pre-cooked, warmed chili 
in a crock pot, with ladle, or just come to 
taste. Registration starts at 11 a.m., set up at 
12 noon, with tasting from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m., 
and a $10 entry fee/donation requested at 
the door. There will be various competition 
categories such as “People’s Choice,” “Fowl 

Chili,” “Double Burner” and “Bean There, 
Farted That.” 

Juana’s Pagoda has been a sustaining 
supporter and host of the event and local 
charity. “There will be chances to win door 
prizes,” offered Kendra Booth, Caring and 
Sharing Event Volunteer Co-Coordinator. 
“The benefits will go towards Caring and 
Sharing clients.” 

For more information on the charity event 
visit:www.juanaspagodas.com/Chili Cook 
off/2015 Chili CookOff/ChiliCookOff-Fly-
er2015.jpg For more information, and/or 
to volunteer please call Caring & Sharing 
at (850) 396-0321. Financial contributions 
are needed, tax deductible and can be sent 
to: Caring and Sharing of South Santa Rosa 
County, Inc., P.O. Box 5521, Navarre, Flori-
da 32566. Or visit the organizations website: 
www.santarosacares.org.

Chili cookoff benefi ts Caring 
& Sharing of South SR Co.

elderly in South Santa Rosa 
County over the Holidays, 
aligning with scheduled 
school breaks when typical-
ly more assistance is needed 
to make a tougher period a 
little less stressful.

istration is required, 2015 
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Sharing of South 

Santa Rosa County

2 to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 18
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Sailor’s Grill

Navarre Beach   

Chili,” “Double Burner” and “Bean There, 









RESTORE Public Comments         

Public Input Meeting, 6 PM October 20, 2015    Woodlawn Middle School  

Jill Ferguson - Navarre 

Concerned that areas that were most hurt by the oil spill, Navarre Beach, were not reflected in the 
proposals.  Feels that Navarre Beach deserves most to be looked at, particularly beach re-nourishment.  
Being from the northeast, does not understand why beach re-nourishment is needed so often.  
Concerned that there are no stone seawalls.  Feels that we should have a beach cleaner.  Concerned 
that there is a cliff you have to navigate to get to the water when you go to the beach, as this is difficult 
for the elderly.  Does not understand why the beach got nothing.   

Why not build a marina in Santa Rosa Sound NOT Milton? 

Concerned that there is no point in providing input since the projects have already been selected.   

Jerry Elis – Gulf Breeze 

Navarre Beach (Discovery Center) has preliminary work but no funding behind it. 

Scott Kemp – Gulf Breeze 

Discovery Center should be privately funded.  Does not feel that dirt road paving and oyster project 
should be funded because they do not help our community and they do not really exist.  Eufaula, Yellow 
River Marsh, Navarre Park Water Quality make sense.  Does not feel that County should build a bridge 
on Eglin (federal property) or a kiln on private property.  Does not feel that we should spend money on 
second chance outreach because no one is ever going to hire ex-cons, and the Sheriff is doing the same 
thing.  Totally disappointed in the entire study.  We should not pay for some water fountains and a 
bench in Milton or a marina in Milton.  Also does not think that money should go to schools because 
there is only funding for the first year, and the school district will not pay for subsequent years so the 
program will be over.  Also there was an article in the newspaper about a school that has to pay back 
$500,000 with our tax money.   

Also concerned about Trust money.  Also does not like that we will receive the money in small chunks 
each year.  Concerned that BP is relieving themselves of all future liability.  All that oil is sitting on the 
bottom of the ocean floor.  If we get a hurricane it is going to throw all that oil on our beaches six inches 
thick and then we are done because there is no money to fix it.  Sooner or later that oil is going to come 
ashore. 

Arlette Perry – Navarre 

Does not feel that removing the pond and replacing the amphitheater is appropriate for Navarre Beach 
Park.  Rather than blaming the turtles and ducks for contaminating the water, we should look at animal 
management and infrastructure and taking care of what we have.  Does not think children will enjoy the 
amphitheater.   

Elizabeth Major  

Feels that we should look beyond specific outlawed contaminants in our water when we contemplate 
water quality, such as lawn mulch with pesticides.  We should look to example cities like Seattle. 



Mike Ferguson 

Agrees with concerns raised by others.  RESTORE is supposed to be about restoration, and does not feel 
that any of these projects were affected by the oil spill.  Feels that if the community would have had any 
input in this process, none of these projects would have been chosen.  The County should not be using 
BP money to pay for stuff they cannot afford.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 
Comments Submitted  
Groups/Organizations 

  



 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION 
SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL CENTE R 850.332.0266 
44 East Avenue, Suite 200 727.424.0057 
Austin, Texas  78701 www.nwf.org 
Local Office: 5295 Powrie Dr, Pensacola, FL 32504                       
    

November 16, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County BOCC,  
RESTORE Act Coordinator 
6495 Caroline St. Suite H, Milton, FL 32570  
 

Re: National Wildlife Federation’s Comments on Santa Rosa County’s Draft Multi-Year 
Implementation Plan (MYIP) 

 
Dear Ms. Fitzgerald,  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on Santa Rosa County’s draft Multi-Year 
Implementation Plan (MYIP). 
 
The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) is the nation’s largest conservation organization. We have 
four million members and supporters nationally, hundreds of whom reside in Santa Rosa County.  
Working closely with our state partner Florida Wildlife Federation, we have been on the ground, 
lobbying for comprehensive Gulf restoration in the wake of the 2010 BP oil spill.  Our work has been 
focused on long-lasting efforts, such as coastal and watershed protection. The work that began with 
the passage of the RESTORE Act is now directed towards supporting ecological restoration.  We have 
been closely following as Florida’s 23 Gulf Coast Counties consider projects to fund with their Direct 
Component funds available through the RESTORE Act, as they develop Multi-Year Implementation 
Plans (MYIP). 
 
Working with a coalition of organizations in Florida, NWF and its partners crafted a restoration 
framework with project outcomes and guiding principles (outlined in a separate comment letter).  
We encourage Santa Rosa County to keep these themes in mind while planning and implementing 
restoration activities.  
 
In addition to these themes and principles, NWF has also reviewed Santa Rosa County’s MYIP, and 
wishes to present comments on the two main components of the MYIP: Process and Projects.   
 
Process:  
In 2014, the U.S. Treasury Department issued their “Direct Component Guidance and Application to 
Receive Federal Financial Assistance”.  This Guidance provides critical context for ensuring an effective 
process and describes the following: 
 

As a prerequisite under the RESTORE Act for requesting and receiving Direct Component funding 
for eligible activities, each applicant must submit a multiyear plan to cover a period of time 
during which projects could be undertaken with funds available from the Trust Fund…An 
applicant must use the form shown at Section 4.0 for its multiyear plans… The multiyear plan 
must include the Multiyear Implementation Matrix, a map showing the locations where the 

http://www.nwf.org/


  

 

work will be performed, and the narrative description. An applicant must provide detail on 
planned activities in the multiyear plan, including the information required in the multiyear plan 
matrix and narrative in Section 4.0. The multiyear plan must be available for 45 days for public 
review and comment, in a manner calculated to obtain broad-based participation from 
individuals, businesses, Indian tribes, and non-profit organizations. If the applicant has 
developed a more detailed multiyear plan document in addition to the forms in Section 4.0, the 
document should be included as an attachment to the multiyear plan submission to Treasury. 
 

Our analysis indicates that Santa Rosa County has met and in many cases exceeded the 
requirements outlined in the Treasury Guidance, including the Matrix, Narrative, and Maps.  We 
applaud Santa Rosa County’s MYIP process, and hope other counties use your process as a model for 
development of their own MYIP. 
 
One suggestion for the Narrative in future MYIPs would be to include the project cost within each 
project summary section under B.1, along with the Need, Purpose, and Objective to make the public 
review a bit easier.  
 
Website:  
We are pleased Santa Rosa County established a website with process-related information clearly 
posted, including overview of process; Advisory Committee members; agendas, recordings, and 
minutes from Committee meetings; proposal requirements and scoring criteria (in five different 
Project Categories); list of submitted projects (and links to Project Applications); technical team 
ranking and score sheets; and project scores and ranking.  It is important to the transparency and 
integrity of the process to clearly indicate methods used for soliciting and evaluating project 
proposals, and Santa Rosa County has done an excellent job at this.  In addition, staff have been 
extremely receptive and responsive to suggestions to improve the website (such as more clearly 
posting deadlines and contact information). 
 
Public Engagement: 
The MYIP recognizes that projects must be selected based on “meaningful input from the public, 
including broad-based participation from individuals, businesses, and nonprofit organizations…”  
Santa Rosa County appears to have successfully engaged this broad-based participation in the 
selection of its Advisory Committee with members representing the relevant and appropriate 
sectors of the community.  In addition, Santa Rosa County made their MYIP available for public 
comment for 53 days (more than the 45 days required by Treasury).   This additional time allowed 
for more public comment and review. 
 
Best Available Science: 
According the Treasure Guidance, projects related to Natural Resources are required to be based on 
“Best Available Science” (BAS).  Although several projects in Santa Rosa County’s MYIP will restore 
and improve the region’s natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, habitat, wetlands, and water 
quality, only one projects identifies Restoration and Projection of National Resources as its primary 
Direct Component Eligible Activity and therefore requires the use of BAS: Pensacola East Bay Oyster 
Habitat Restoration.  Although the MYIP lacks a specific section covering BAS, it is well discussed in 
that project proposal (incorporated in the MYIP).  This section covers both the context and 
background, as well as reviewing the existing research and literature and provides the basis for a 
sound scientific review.   
 



  

 

Projects:  
The Gulf Coast’s economy and way of life are deeply entwined with the land and the water. The fines 
and penalties from the Deepwater Horizon disaster have great potential to restore and protect the 
Gulf of Mexico’s lands, waters, wildlife, communities, and economy. However, there is a risk that 
some of these funds could be spent unwisely—even squandered on projects that would harm the 
very places the money was intended to benefit. The public can and should insist that all recovery 
monies are spent in a science-driven, transparent process that ensures a healthy Gulf of Mexico for 
wildlife as well as for future generations. 
 
We wholly support the projects that Santa Rosa County has selected for its initial MYIP.  Of the 15 
projects included, six address water quality, two address habitat, and two address other 
environmental aspects (environmental education and nature-based recreation).  These 10 projects 
all each fall under multiple RESTORE Act Eligible Activities, have clearly identified objectives, need 
and purpose, and benefits. In addition, the milestones and project success criteria projects appears 
reasonable and achievable.  
 
Below are a few minor suggestions related to Project Need, Measures of Success, and Additional 
Project Information.  These suggestions are in no way intended to be criticisms, but rather minor 
suggestions to further improve an already excellent document: 

• Project 1: Dirt Road Paving - Narrative, Project Need: Consider adding a statement indicating 
how much sediment runs off those dirt road ways and into the adjacent water bodies.   

• Project 1: Dirt Road Paving – Measure to Evaluate Success: Related to the above comment, 
consider including a measure of how much clay is prevented from entering the system 
(based on historic records of how much clay was added annually to those roadways).  

• Project 2: Driftwood et al Stormwater Improvements - Measure to Evaluate Success: 
Consider including a measure of success related to amount of contaminants trapped and/or 
reduction of contaminants entering the waterways. Please note: If there is a significant cost 
to obtain this information, please disregard this comment.  

• Project 3: Pensacola Eat Bay Oyster Habitat – Measure to Evaluate Success: the project 
proposal contained specific measures of success (creation of a map, number of stakeholder 
meetings and boat trips, volume of oyster shell recycled or number of restaurants 
participating); consider incorporating some of these details (in this or future MYIPs). 

• Project 4: Eufaula Outfall - Measure to Evaluate Success: Please see comments related to 
Project 2: Driftwood. Consider adding measure of contaminants removed, if it can be done 
without adding to total project cost. 

• Project 5: Yellow River Marsh Preserve – Other Treasury Requirement: Although Section 3.3 
of the Direct Component Guidance (http://www.treasury.gov/services/restore-
act/Documents/Direct%20Component%20Guidance_August%202014.pdf) refers to “Real 
Property Activities”, it appears to apply to land acquisition and other real estate 
conveyances of title.  Therefore, purchase of equipment may not require special 
consideration (as I indicated in comments at October 27, 2015 meeting of Technical Advisory 
Committee in Pensacola.  

• Project 7: Rattlesnake Bluff - Narrative, Project Need: This justification for this project was 
superb. Excellent job of identifying the need for this project. 

http://www.treasury.gov/services/restore-act/Documents/Direct%20Component%20Guidance_August%202014.pdf
http://www.treasury.gov/services/restore-act/Documents/Direct%20Component%20Guidance_August%202014.pdf


  

 

• Project 9: Gulf Coast Kiln Walk - Other Treasury Requirement: Please see note above related 
to Project 5.  Given this project involves construction of a building, it may involve real estate 
conveyances of title and require additional considerations under Treasury Guidelines. 

As noted above, these bulleted points are suggestions and additional information may not be 
necessary for Treasury approval or for the MYIP to move forward. 
 
Conclusion: 
We applaud Santa Rosa County for being leaders in the state and among the first to select projects 
and prepare a Draft MYIP.  Given our experience with all 23 Gulf Coast Counties, Santa Rosa County 
has demonstrated itself to be a leader in RESTORE Act implementation.  We encourage you to offer 
guidance and assistance to other counties developing their own MYIPs.   
 
We optimistically anticipate Santa Rosa County taking the same thorough and comprehensive 
approach with future installments of Direct Component funding (with the recently announced BP 
settlement).  Given investments already made and anticipated in Santa Rosa County with multiple 
sources of oil-spill related funds -- including MOEX, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), 
and Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) -- in places like Pensacola East Bay/Escribano 
Point and Gulf Breeze addressing natural habitat and water quality, we encourage Santa Rosa 
County to use future funds to build upon those investments and accomplish comprehensive 
restoration.  We welcome the opportunity to support future ecologically-focused, comprehensive 
restoration. 
 
Thank you very much for considering our comments.  Please do not hesitate to contact me to further 
discuss these comments and recommendations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jessica Koelsch 
Florida Policy Specialist 
National Wildlife Federation 
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November 16, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County Board of County Commissioners  
RESTORE Act Coordinator 
6495 Caroline St. Suite H 
Milton, FL 32570  
Via:  restore@santarosa.fl.gov  

Re: Comments on Santa Rosa County’s Draft Multi-Year Implementation Plan (MYIP) 
 

 
Dear Ms. Fitzgerald, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on Santa Rosa County’s Draft Multi-Year 
Implementation Plan (MYIP). 
 
Our collective organizations (Audubon Florida, Defenders of Wildlife, Florida Wildlife 
Federation, National Wildlife Federation, Ocean Conservancy, and The Nature Conservancy) 
represent nearly 100,000 members and supporters along Florida’s Gulf Coast, thousands of 
whom are Santa Rosa County residents.  Working together as a coalition as well as within our 
individual organizations and chapters, we have been advocating for Gulf restoration that is 
comprehensive, and targets watersheds for protection of coastal and marine resources. Our 
collaboration began with the crafting and passage of the RESTORE Act and is now focused on 
ensuring the best allocation of restoration funds.   
 
In anticipation of the diverse perspectives on how to spend restoration funds, our groups 
collaborated to develop a framework, including comprehensive restoration principles and 
outcomes, designed to inform project selection and Multi-Year Implementation Plans (MYIP).  
We encourage Santa Rosa County to consider these themes throughout the planning and 
implementation of both current and future restoration activities.  
 
A successful MYIP should have four key project outcomes: environmental impact, fisheries 
management, wildlife resource enhancement and community resiliency.  
 

The cornerstone of a strong MYIP should be careful consideration of environmental impact; 
we are pleased to see that the Santa Rosa County MYIP has focused on this element.  A MYIP 
should include projects that protect water quality and wildlife habitat, and provide the public 
with environmentally sustainable outdoor recreation opportunities. The Plan should promote 
restoration, health and sustainability of coastal habitats, fisheries, marine resources and 
vulnerable species. Projects included in the MYIP should work together to maximize 

mailto:restore@santarosa.fl.gov
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environmental benefits. Most importantly, the plan should not include projects that would 
result in further damage to the Gulf ecosystems. MYIPs should include regional projects that 
advance priorities toward achieving identified restoration goals that enhance watersheds and 
estuaries along the Gulf Coast. We are pleased to see Santa Rosa County address 
environmental impacts in its proposed projects.   
 

The MYIP should also consider the sustainability and health of its commercial and 
recreational fisheries, building in projects that protect and restore habitats and estuaries, 
and remove threats to fisheries such as marine debris and invasive species.  We applaud Santa 
Rosa County for including the Pensacola East Bay Oyster Habitat Restoration projects in your 
MYIP, as that project will benefit oyster fisheries. 
 

In addition, the MYIP should prioritize wildlife resource enhancement as a means to ensure 
healthier communities and a thriving nature-based economy.  Again, we applaud Santa Rosa 
County for including projects such as Yellow River Marsh Preserve Restoration in your MYIP, 
as those types of projects will enhance wildlife resources. 
 

Another key project outcome is enhanced community resiliency.  Investments in projects that 
will enhance resiliency may reduce the impact of hurricanes and other disasters. Restoring 
and protecting marshes, wetlands, reefs and other coastal habitats also mitigate storm surge, 
erosion and coastal flooding, further reducing the costs of insurance and disaster relief. 
Oyster reefs such as being proposed in Pensacola East Bay will address this. 
 

In order to efficiently and effectively achieve these outcomes, we encourage several guiding 
principles for project selection: science-based metrics and evaluation, phased approach to 
implementation, clear outcomes, local input/participation, leverage opportunities, and 
mutual project compatibility.  We are pleased that Santa Rosa County MYIP appears to have 
considered these principles. 
 

Employing the guiding principle of science-based evaluation is instrumental to proper project 
selection and plan development.  Every project should be evaluated across a broad metrics of 
science-based criteria. In addition, project implementation should be monitored and subject 
to an ongoing review process to ensure short and long-term goals are being met, allocated 
funds are being spent responsibly and projects are performing and managed adaptively.  
 

Furthermore, project descriptions should state clear, measurable and achievable ecological 
and community outcomes.  Making these outcomes understood by the public and 
stakeholder groups, and providing opportunities for meaningful input into project selection 
and evaluation increases public confidence in the success of these projects and will elicit more 
public support.  
 
Counties should consider ways to leverage resources across RESTORE funding allocations and 
as a match for other local, state and federal funding sources, and we were pleased to see 
Santa Rosa County identify matching funds for its selected projects, and highlight the 
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importance of leverage in its project selection process.  Santa Rosa County should also seek 
to achieve mutual project compatibility to ensure that discrete projects are not inadvertently 
working at odds with one another. Accordingly, it would be beneficial for a panel of resource 
and economic managers to provide oversight and ensure project designs avoid unintended 
impacts to key resources that are also restoration targets.  
 

The ultimate success of the RESTORE Act rests on selecting and implementing integrated 
ecological restoration projects, consistent with state-wide plans, and rigorous application of 
criteria to ensure that only the best and most appropriate projects are funded. We feel these 
themes have been well considered in projects proposed in the published MYIP and encourage 
Santa Rosa County to continue to keep these themes in mind in planning and implementing 
future restoration activities. 
 
We applaud Santa Rosa County for being leaders in Florida’s panhandle, being one the first to 
select projects, and the first to prepare a Draft MYIP. We respectfully urge Santa Rosa County 
to consider our comments and incorporate them as appropriate into both the current Draft 
MYIP, as well as in future MYIPs (which may be prepared as additional RESTORE Act funds 
become available).  Moreover, we encourage Santa Rosa County to move forward with 
implementing the proposed projects.   
 
Thank you very much for considering our comments.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Audubon Florida  

Defenders of Wildlife 

Florida Wildlife Federation 

National Wildlife Federation 

Ocean Conservancy  

The Nature Conservancy  
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Bay Area Resource Council Technical Advisory Committee  

RESTORE Workshop Minutes 

October 27, 2015 1:30 p.m. 

West Florida Regional Planning Council 

 

BARC-TAC Members Present:       Chips Kirschenfeld   ESC  

   Barbara Albrecht PWA  

   Mike Lewis  USEPA 

Jessica Koelsch NWF  

 

Others Present: Jayer Williamson SRC BOCC 

  Shawn Ward SRC 

  Karen Kebart NWFWMD 

  Stephen Schoen City of Milton 

  Cheryl Cullison Atkins 

  Sheila Fitzgerald SRC BOCC 

  Jeff Helms Atkins 

     Traci Goodhart  WFRPC    

   

 

Shelia Fitzgerald stated the timeline for the Local Santa Rosa County RESTORE Council: 

August 2012- Commissioners passed a resolution establishing a local RESTORE Council. 

Selected councilmember’s to have representation from each of the cities in the county. In 

addition, they had each district appoint a member to serve and a representative from the 

Navarre Beach Chamber. The County Commissioner Chairman also was on the council as well 

as designee Commissioner Lane Lynchard.  

 

1
st
 meeting December 2012 and have met 26 times since. 

 

The RESTORE Act interim final rule did not become effective until October 2014 so a lot of the 

work was preliminary nature until the rule came out and then everything was finalized. 

 

Timeline- during the years of 2013 and 2014 the meetings focused on how they would solicit and 

review projects and criteria that were important to the local RESTORE Council. Atkins 

Consultants made presentations to assist with that process. 

 

2014 – SRC sent out RFP’s by press release and the county website. All details were included. 

Examples of the proposal and proposal content were available as well. She said great effort was 

put into making it a user friendly process. She said at the end of the day the deadline was 

extended from March 13 to April 3. She said over the course of the spring/summer, technical 

staffing committees were established from the county and other technical expertise. She said the 

proposals were reviewed and scored according to the criteria that the RESTORE Council had 

established. Matching and leveraging were important to the RESTORE Council and were given 

more consideration. Proposals were scored against other proposals in that category. 
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The BARC TAC provided public comment on 9 (nine) projects noted below: 
 

 1. Dirt Road Paving District 1, 4, and 5 – Santa Rosa County 

 Evaluation of success should focus on the amount of sediment removed versus the 

miles of road paved. This can be measured by estimating the amount of sediment 

applied to maintain the roads in the current state (based on County maintenance 

records). 

 

 2. Driftwood/Navy Cove/Berry Stormwater Improvements – City of Gulf Breeze  

 Evaluation of success should focus on quantifying pollutant load reduction through 

monitoring programs either coordinated by the city and/ or citizens.  

 

 3. Pensacola East Bay Oyster Restoration – The Nature Conservancy  

 What is the ecological impact? The project may have more impact protecting the 

shoreline from breakwater and potential erosion than the establishment of oyster 

beds. Do the measurable metrics take into account sea level rise and its affect on 

salinity? Salinity is vital for oyster establishment. Factors to consider that have 

limited the success of oyster habitat restoration techniques are poor water quality, 

habitat loss, disease, and harvest pressure.  

 

 4. Yellow River Marsh Preserve State Park Restoration  

 Under qualifying eligible activities the proposal supports “improvements to or on 

State Parks located in the coastal areas affected by the Deepwater Horizon.” This 

suggests that this proposal is applicable to support efforts in other counties.  Will 

the equipment be owned by the county, state, or neither?  

 

 5.  Navarre Park Water Quality Enhancement 

 Green engineering – Hydrodynamic separator and bio filtration parking area.  

 

 6.  Rattlesnake Bluff Road Sedimentation Reduction 

 Increased Budget 

 

 7.  Floridatown Water Quality Enhancement 

 Evaluation of success should focus on quantifying pollutant load reduction through 

monitoring programs either coordinated by the county and/ or citizens. 

 

 8. Quinn Street Marina: Phase I 

 Weak on accountability 

  

 9. Eufaula (Outfall Treatment)  

 Evaluation of success should focus on quantifying pollutant load reduction through 

monitoring programs either coordinated by the city and/ or citizens. 

   

 The BARC TAC noted many projects were stormwater improvement projects that  

 would be eligible for Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) revenue if implemented in SRC. 
 

RESTORE Public Workshop  

Adjourn 

Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 



 
Support for draft MYIP 

in conjunction with 
National Wildlife 

Federation 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of 
Jeanette Lee <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 8:24 AM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 22, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Jeanette Lee 
4124 Parkview St 
Pace, FL 32571‐2469 
jltinkerlee@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Email scanned by Check Point 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of 
Ezequiel Hernandez <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 5:54 AM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 22, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Ezequiel Hernandez 
9566 Kings Ranch Rd 
Milton, FL 32583‐9276 
kelly32583@aol.com 
 
 
 
Email scanned by Check Point 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of 
Susan Gonzales <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2015 3:53 AM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 22, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Susan Gonzales 
1553 Oak Shore Dr 
Gulf Breeze, FL 32563‐3803 
gulfb4@aol.com 
 
 
 
Email scanned by Check Point 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of Paul 
Bennett <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 8:52 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 21, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I urge you to take a similar approach 
when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Paul Bennett 
4648 Hickory Shores Blvd 
Gulf Breeze, FL 32563‐9211 
nekihoki38‐nwf@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
Email scanned by Check Point 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of Dave 
Smith <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 7:52 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 21, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Dave Smith 
Hadleigh Hills Ct 
Navarre, FL 32566‐3393 
dave.smith.32566@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Email scanned by Check Point 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of 
Andra Heide <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 7:00 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 21, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Andra Heide 
2653 Tulip Hill Rd 
Pace, FL 32571‐6787 
ajheide@yahoo.com 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of Paul 
Groh <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 5:52 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 21, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Paul Groh 
643 Heronwalk Dr. 
Gulf Breeze, FL 32563 
pjgroh43@yahoo.com 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of 
Shawn Byron <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 4:52 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 21, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Shawn Byron 
9276 Eagle Nest Dr 
Navarre, FL 32566‐1116 
byronaut@gmail.com 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of 
Timothy Voeltz <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 4:22 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 21, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Timothy Voeltz 
2045 Sanctuary Ct 
Gulf Breeze, FL 32563‐7016 
timothyvoeltz@yahoo.com 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of Amy 
Pursell <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 3:52 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 21, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
Thank you for All you do! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Amy Pursell 
4412 Wagonwheel Cir 
Milton, FL 32583‐3145 
aimster903@yahoo.com 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of Lee 
Benton <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 12:52 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 21, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Lee Benton 
528 Eventide Dr 
Gulf Breeze, FL 32561‐4875 
kandtmommy@bellsouth.net 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of 
helene korski <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 12:52 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 21, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. helene korski 
1754 Joybrook Rd 
Navarre, FL 32566‐7301 
hgk849@yahoo.com 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of Lynn 
Ogden <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 12:21 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 21, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Lynn Ogden 
6566 Carriage Ln 
Milton, FL 32583‐7409 
lynogden@gmail.com 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of Sarah 
Danner <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 11:51 AM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 21, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Sarah Danner 
6661 Fairmont St 
Navarre, FL 32566‐8135 
dannersc@bellsouth.net 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of Laura 
Gould <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 11:21 AM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 21, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
I care deeply about the fish, wildlife, and natural areas in Santa Rosa County. The 2010 oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico was 
a horrible tragedy, and it is imperative that we use the restoration funds resulting from the spill to improve the water 
quality and restore fish, wildlife, and their habitats locally, so we can repair the Gulf Coast as a whole. 
 
Some of the highest priorities for our community are clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, and improving natural 
habitats.  The projects you selected to complete with the Gulf spill restoration dollars  conserving oyster reefs, improving 
water quality, and restoring marsh habitat, as well as enhancing nature‐based tourism will both directly and indirectly 
help the environment, improve quality of life for locals, attract visitors and in turn boost our economy. 
 
I support the projects that you have selected for this initial round of funding and I encourage you to take a similar 
approach when additional restoration funds become available. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Laura Gould 
7649 Chablis Cir 
Navarre, FL 32566‐8417 
loka_dkh@att.net 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: charliem66@netzero.net
Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2015 1:37 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Blackwater Heritage State Trail

I am Charles A Morgan, I moved to Milton in 2003. I was pleased to see there was a Trail in town that was safe 
for people to ride bikes and walk without watching for traffic. I have been and am a current member of the 
Blackwater Heritage Trail Inc. board of Directors. 
  
I have volunteered removing debris after Ivan, planting trees, and at events on the trail. I also worked part time 
on the trail for 7 years. I have met a lot of people using the trail while hiking or biking and most of the local 
users. Some riders from Maine came thru from Miami heading to California. There were brothers hiking the 
continents that stayed in Milton a couple of days planning their route to San Antonio. They had hiked from 
Miami and had to be in San Antonio within their 3 month Visa allocation.  
  
The recommended infrastructure, restrooms, water fountains and benches will make the trail more user friendly 
by providing the facilities along the trail. 
  
The request for the Restore funds will be put to a great use meeting the request from the many people that have 
used the trail. 
  
Thank you for considering my input about the trail. If you have any questions or want further info, please 
contact me at 850-623-4294. 
Charlie Morgan 
 
 
Email scanned by Check Point  



 
Support  

Discovery Center 
  











 
Support for Multiple 

Projects 
  

























 
Support  

Gulf Coast Kiln Walk 
  













































































































7

Sheila Fitzgerald

From: Audrey McWaters <squirtgolf@cox.net>
Sent: Friday, October 23, 2015 10:43 AM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: support the Kiln Walk

I support funding the Kiln Walk in Holley, Florida !! 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: Lori Forsley <mosayits@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, November 05, 2015 8:04 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Support for the Kiln Walk Society project.

I have been a resident of Santa Rosa County for 17 years.  I am writing to inform you I support the Gulf Coast 
Kiln Walk Society's project to build a support facility for the arts in Santa Rosa County  I sincerely urge all members 
of the Board to do the same.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
L. Jeanna Forsley 
4200 W Avenida De Golf 
Pace, FL 332571 
 
850 982 8419 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: National Wildlife Federation <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org> on behalf of 
Mende Naylor <NationalWildlifeFederation@nwf.org>

Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 12:51 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Thank you for wildlife-friendly restoration!

 
Oct 21, 2015 
 
Santa Rosa County RESTORE Act Coordinator FL 
 
Dear RESTORE Act Coordinator, 
 
It makes me extremely happy and proud to know that environmental restoration will take place in this beautiful County 
of ours!  Positive human actions are the only solution to human created problems. 
Environmental protection and restoration have become a huge part of my everyday life and everyday thoughts.  I am 
often saddened by the negligence I see or hear about taking place around me.  As I am very happy and hopeful to read 
about this funding I also want to share a few other concerns that I have. 
 
I really wish that the County would crack down on the development on wetlands.  There are areas that just simply 
should be off limits for development and wetlands are one of those.  Besides the loss of habitat for the animals who live 
there, this development alters and disrupts the ecosystem, including the increased and inevitable result of flooding.  I 
know that the County is often blamed for not requiring and installing drainage solutions, so perhaps by prohibiting 
development on wetlands to begin with there would be less of a problem for residents. 
We should focus on existing problems but more importantly the prevention of the problems that time has taught us will 
always produce the same results. 
 
In addition to the development on wetlands, overall there is a serious problem with new construction in general and the 
excessive amount of acres of woodlands that are needlessly being cleared.  You very rarely see a single tree left on any 
new lot that is being developed.  I don't think it's fair to let developers decide the fate of our environment in order to 
save money, which is what I've heard numerous times from credible sources.  It would probably shock all of us if we 
knew that total number of acres that have been entirely cleared this year alone. 
When does it stop?  Til there's nothing left?  I think we are all aware of all the reason that this needs to stop, so I won't 
go into all of those. 
 
As I read about this funding going towards water, our most vital resource, I think it is fair to discuss the roles humans 
play in contaminating it.  I know that there is a wide use of pesticide and herbicides, because I see it happening around 
me.  There are certain products available to anyone who wants them that are proven to be very toxic to much more that 
what they are labeled for.  I don't think most people that use them are aware of all of the possible effects of their use.  If 
you're not aware of this, Google Roundup and you will find a tremendous amount of information and studies done 
proving that this is one particular product that shouldn't even be on the market.  I'm not sure if the County could ban 
the use of these types of products but it should be a consideration.  All of these toxic chemicals end up running off into 
streams,wetlands, our drinking water and also make their way into our Sound, where obviously they can harm and 
disturb fish and other aquatic life. We are are a point in time where we are learning daily about the adverse effects of 
the things we do and how it is impacting our own health and the health of the environment and all that live in it. We are 
the only ones who can make the changes that desperately need to be made to ensure that our planet can sustain life in 
the future.  It is almost always the greed of companies selling products of some sort that end up becoming an 
environmental nightmare for the rest of the world to try to clean up and recover from.  Often times there is no 
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recovering from these careless and avoidable mistakes.  My greatest wish is for the great County of Santa Rosa is to 
challenge and demand better for its inhabitants, both human and all the other life that lives here and is at our mercy.  
We can be the leaders and example for others to follow, showing that we love our County and we are doing everything 
we can to make it the cleanest. 
 
I know that we all say we don't want too much government control and interference.  However, time has taught me that 
we do desperately need rules and regulations.  The truth is that we can't always trust companies to do the right thing.  
Developers, companies selling toxic chemicals that take their toll on more than weeds or mosquitoes, we must demand 
better and set and enforce regulations. Again, I was so 
pleased to read about the plans for improvement!   I thank each of you 
for your time and for the jobs that you do.  I respect what you do. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Mende Naylor 
1990 Catline Cir 
Navarre, FL 32566‐5531 
mendedorie@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
Email scanned by Check Point 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: Elizabeth Major <eliz_maj@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2015 8:19 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Comments

Thank you for having another RESTORE meeting in south Santa Rosa County.   
 
Those of you representing SRC were certainly knowledgeable and helpful.  Especially appreciated 
being shown more details about the filtration systems that are proposed to intercept untreated 
stormwater to remove trash debris,sediment and hydrocarbons prior to entering the waterways since 
that has been shown to be so helpful in Washington's efforts to protect salmon 
.http://www.komonews.com/news/local/Death-by-dirty-water-Storm-runoff-a-risk-for-fish-
282933311.html 
 
What is being done to keep known toxic substances out of our waters?   Isn't an ounce of prevention 
worth a pound of cure?   
 
Can RESTORE provide the leadership for the various departments of the county to work 
together?  For example, it is known that it is important to designate a "maintenance free zone" of at 
least 10 feet between landscaped property and the riparian zone along waterways where primarily 
native plants are selected that do well without fertilization or irrigation.  How often does the zoning 
board permit variances?  Do planning committees insist on these being incorporated into proposed 
developments?  
 
What does Santa Rosa County require for water quality before a permit is issued?    Who is looking at 
the effectiveness of these requirements in keeping our waters clean?  It is not just the legally banned 
substances which pollute. 
 
People like mulching with Preen with Weed Control.  But this product contains a chemical which as 
been banned in the European union since it is SO toxic to aquatic life. [Trifluralin has been banned in 
the European Union since 20 March 2008, primarily due to its high toxicity to fish and other aquatic 
life.http://archive.pic.int/CH/Demo/embed/view_displayFRA.php?id=1186&back=viewB_FRAchems.ph
p?sort=chemical]  What can be done to keep this chemical out of our environment?   
 
 
We don't want a situation like Bayou Chico where the estimate for dredging to remove all 
contaminated sediments is $100,000,000 - 200,000,000 developing in Santa Rosa County in the 
future because of the chemicals we are allowing to get into our waterways 
now. http://www.pnj.com/story/news/2015/10/19/bayou-chico-no-1-priority/74214862/ 
 
 
These comments do not relate specifically to the purpose of the meeting at Woodlawn Beach Middle 
School on the MYIP but rather what I understand to be the general purpose of the RESTORE. 
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Again, thank you for all you are doing and please let us know what we can to do insure permanence 
of the funds from the Deepwater Horizon/Macondo Well oil spill and  to prevent them from being 
diverted to the rest of the state in the future.  
 
Elizabeth Major 
 
Elizabeth Major 
3680 Ebb Tide Lane 
Gulf Breeze, FL 32563 
850.934.0903 



 
Comments 

Not in Support of the 
Draft MYIP 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: Rog & Shirl <radsai2@mchsi.com>
Sent: Sunday, November 15, 2015 6:09 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: RESTORE projects

I am a resident of Navarre and would like to comment on the RESTORE proposals. 
 I know a lot of work has gone into the development of the proposals and they are not without merit.  But it 
struck me as I read down through them not one addresses the current or the future  problems of Navarre 
Beach. Let's not forget what brings money to this county, it is "tourism."  Is Milton or the surrounding area a 
destination for people planning their vacations?  No,  the beach is.  People may go to Milton to enjoy the 
museum of ceramic art and other attractions as a side trip, however, what draws them to the area is the beach.  It 
appears the county has become very good at taking money from the beach without reinvesting in the natural 
resources that make this area a vacation destination. Please pay attention to the negative impact ignoring the 
needs of the beach will have on our economy.  Evidently Escambia county is forward thinking as I see the 
Pensacola Beach re-nourishment project is beginning. 
Shirley Ing 
 
 
Email scanned by Check Point  
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: Michael Ferguson <mferguson78@hotmail.com>
Sent: Friday, October 30, 2015 12:52 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Restore plan for Santa Rosa County

Hello, 
Here are our ideas for restoration in Santa Rosa County: First scrap the initial pan and start over with these 
suggestions: 
  
1. Navarre Beach re‐nourishment... the only beach in Santa Rosa county. 
2. Engineering study for proposals to maintain Navarre Beach integrity and limit erosion... all to prevent 
frequent re‐nourishment. 
Examples would be jettys, wooden or stone, or other barriers that prevent erosion. 
3. Beach maintenance such as cleaners and levelers to maintain access to the beach and water. 
4. Clean up the sound. It makes sense to eliminate all septic systems near water sources between Navarre and 
Gulf Breeze. 
  
To us, this is a better use of county oil spill money rather than politicians getting their proposals for their 
districts which are what we reviewed in the Implementation Draft Plan. Thank you. 
  
  
Michael & Jill Ferguson 
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Sheila Fitzgerald

From: scottkemp5525@gmail.com
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2015 1:18 PM
To: Sheila Fitzgerald
Subject: Public Input Sought for RESTORE Act Projects

 
Santa Rosa County BoCC, RESTORE Act Coordinator 
6495 Caroline Street, Suite H 
Milton, FL 32570 

Commissioners, 

Please accept this email as my public (individual) feedback to the Draft multi-year implementation plan. 

First let me thank each of you for the opportunity to provide feedback followed by my comments are not meant 
to be disrespectful to you but many of don't align with this plan. Saying that, we will agree that each item does 
align with the RESTORE ACT albeit misguided allowing for needless spending of these limited funds. Also, it 
seems that the BoCC and RESTORE Committee are short-selling this list as in every line less one, there are 
"Other Third Party Contributions" (i.e., taxes) being spent on top of the Transocean Settlement funds to pay for 
each item. 

I will take each item on its own merit skipping any that I don't have issue with.  

Dirt Road Paving - Looking at this item under Appendix A there is a section that asks: "Does the proposed 
project have public support". There are two issues with your response: A 2002 Task Force document was 
referenced with enhanced comments to the effect of having continued public support. It seems to me that your 
reference is "stale" being 13 years old and to assume that the citizens of the county want to spend $1,195,000 of 
these funds beyond the normal Roads and Bridges budget is a stretch. Furthermore you reference many streets 
to be paved with a lot of them not close to the water. That shoots down part of item 4 subection titled "General 
Infrastructure" argument. I agree that every dirt road paved helps everyone and the environment. 

My suggestion (as I always provide at least one alternative continuing to support the BoCC) is to re-evaluate the 
list of roads on your list. If they are further than 1 mile from the water remove them and handle that under the 
normal rack and stack of Roads and Bridges. 

Santa Rosa County Oyster Habitat Restoration Project - As this Habitat does not exist currently it is difficult to 
restore it. There are too many holes in this project with the overall project being a great idea. I love to see the 
Oyster beds as they provide indications of the health of our inland waters (although a simple water test does 
too).  

To me, this is a project not yet ready for this list as the $731,080 could be used for more immediate needs 
cleaning up the sound. 

Navarre Park Water Quality Enhancement - Add every dime to this fund as it is primary and most affected 
(along wiht the beach) by the Oil Spill. 
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Rattlesnake Bluff Road Sedimentation Reduction - Really is about all I can say to this? It is not even in SRC (is 
it, correct me if I am incorrect)? Let the Federal Government, Okaloosa County or Eglin take care of this as 
there should not be $1 of our limited resources to fund this. 

The Gulf Coast Discovery Center, Phase 1 - Spending $265k for design and permitting is totally short-sighted 
as it should have never made it to the list. This is a non-profit enterprise (worthy of all the 401(c)(3) funding 
they can get) but not out of this bucket. Not to mention if you really cared (from the county perspective) 
discontinue all permitting fees for 401(c)(3) groups in the future and spread the wealth. Have you thought of 
how other non-profits are going to react to this? 

Gulf Coast Kiln Walk Society Historical Walking Tour - What a waste of funds as regardless of "Family 
Trusts", future rezoning, etc., spending $165,487 on this effort is again short-sighted and geared to specific 
folks. Don't get me wrong as the "Stokes" are fine folks and we have and will continue to buy thier products but 
is this the best thing the committee could come up with? 

Second Chance Outreach re-entry and education development and job skills training program - This one really 
had me shaking my head as in the first paragraph you are spending $1,075,000 to rehab ex-cons? It is that 
simple and if you believe there are 300 tax payers in SRC that would back this please stand up on the Channel 3 
news and sell it. 

Blackwater Heritage Trail Infrastructure Improvements - Again, the trail is important in the scheme of things 
but to spend $70,408 on a restroom, 3 water fountains and 16 benches? You could add this to the Beach and 
Sound and get some use out of it. 

Quinn Street Marina - $1,009,700 on a marina in Milton as the existing one poses a potential threat to the 
public. Is that the best argument you could come up with? Is the existing one closed from this potential threat, 
what is the city of Milton doing about it? Can you really look at every constituent on the South End and justify 
this? 

Lastly I will adress the Enterpreneurship Academy (Pace High School) and the Post Secondary Career & Tech 
Education Program jointly as they both fail after the first year. There are no continuing funds (at least in part for 
each) so this is a loss of $556k with no guaranteed follow-on funding. You can read the school budget online as 
I can and you can tell there is no padding for these projects. 

A few take-aways and I will close but first, given the citizens opportunity to vote on this entire list up or down it 
would be a huge loss to your efforts. Why, because everyone on the south end sees all this money going to 
places not affected by the Oil Spill. Even most folks on the north end would see the folly in this list (although 
take the money) as why not if someone is willing to give it, deservedly or not. Beyond that, it seems you have 
tried to find projects that align with each RESTORE Act element vice looking at projects that will help water 
quality and the environment on the south end. 

Sadly I blame myself in part for not taking 26 partial days off work over the last months as this list was 
compiled. Knowing that if so, maybe at least one item on the list would not be there allowing for good use of 
the funds. I won't forget this as the next time the basket is passed, you can rest assured that you will hear me 
loud and clear. 

Lastly, after attending the public meeting at Woodlawn Beach Middle School on the 20th, it was amazing that 
none of you showed. You sent two very capable young ladies to present the list and they did an excellent job 
along with the paid consultant, but did it tell the tale. Everyone there openly asked what good their feedback 
was at this point in the process? Sadly, most know it is not worth much, just like this email, after a few seconds 
you will tire of me and move on. It is about accountability, you being there, delivering the message (at least one 
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of you) responding vice letting someone else with no authority knowing they can't change anything. Again, this 
is nothing against Sheila or Erica as they really did a good job, it was just you not facing your constituents. 

Again, no disrespect as we definately disagree on this effort. Again, if these were ballot items in total it would 
fail and broken out over half would fail without a doubt. Thanks again for allowing my input. 

Regards, 

Scott Kemp 
5525 Hummingbird Court 
Gulf Breeze, FL 32563 
(850) 377-0952    

Sent by Outlook for Android 
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