
PUBLIC INPUT 
MEETING

Heart of Navarre Tourism Corridor – September 27, 2016





Meeting Overview

• What is the Heart of Navarre Tourism 
Corridor?
• Highway 98 from Ortega to Andorra Street

• County-owned portion of Santa Rosa 
Island

• Five projects for discussion and 
feedback

• What we will cover tonight:
• What are we doing?

• Why are we doing this?

• What can you expect as a result?







Five Projects for Discussion

1. Navarre Park renovation

2. Reconfiguration of Gulf Boulevard 
intersection

3. Entrance renovations at:
• County boat launch

• Navarre Marine Park

• Navarre Beach public parking area

• Pier parking area

4. Navarre Beach public restroom

5. Multi-use path improvements





Navarre Park Renovation

How did we get here?

Existing facilities reaching end of usable life:
• Toddler area is more than 15 years old

• Youth area is 10 years old

Past three grant submittals

Past improvement efforts by

• Navarre Chamber
• Military Affairs Council
• Navarre Garden Club
• Tourism Development Council

• Navarre Butterfly House
• American Legion
• Leadership Santa Rosa
• More



1. Renovation of Navarre Park

• Why is this project important for 
Santa Rosa County?

• Respond to needs and repeated 
requests of the public

• Improve ADA accessibility

• Improve safety

• Reduce maintenance costs

• Equipment at end of usable life



Project Development Status

• Eight public meetings held during Florida Recreation Development Assistance 
Program (FRDAP) and Land and Water Conservation Grant Fund (LWCGF) grant 
cycles:

• August 28, 2013  – Parks & Recreation Meeting (FRDAP)

• September 10, 2013   – Navarre Chamber Meeting (FRDAP)

• September 12, 2013  – BOCC Public Input Meeting (FRDAP)

• October 22, 2014  – Parks & Recreation Meeting (FRDAP)

• October 23, 2014 – BOCC Public Input Meeting at Tiger Point (FRDAP)

• January 28, 2015  – Parks & Recreation Meeting (LWCGF)

• February 3, 2015  – Navarre Chamber Meeting (LWCGF)

• February 12, 2015 – BOCC Public Input Meeting (LWCGF)



Project Development Status (continued)

• Grant submittal

• Receive ranking/score from state

• Awarded $50k LWCGF

• D4 Commissioner Rob Williamson begins stakeholder meetings

• Solicit priorities and rankings from stakeholders

• RFQ for Navarre Park Master Plan consultant

• Multiple meetings with staff over several months

• Top five priorities selected



Project Development Status (continued)

• Genesis selected to deliver Navarre Park Master Site Plan (NPMSP)

• BOCC approves D4 recreation funds for NPMSP

• Public meeting

• NPMSP estimated completion date - March 2017

• Secure funding and add renovation projects to SRC capital expansion plan

• Determine renovation construction sequencing

• Create construction ready plans

• Begin construction by November 2017



Navarre Park Status & Repair Needs

• Normal life expectancy of playground 
equipment is 15 years (environmental 
damage from salt air reduces life 
expectancy)

• Repairs needed at Panhandle 
Butterfly House

• Resurface and restripe Navarre Park 
parking lot 

• Reconfigure entrance into park 

• Resurface and restripe basketball 
court





Navarre Park Maintenance Costs
13/14 14/15 15/16 Total

Splash Pad $ 9,941.86 $ 7,792.95 $ 5,393.52 $23,128.33

Playgrounds $ 3,838.00 $ 7,526.00 $ 5,355.95 $16,719.95

Other 

maintenance

$14,448.19 $17,852.75 $ 3,606.10 $35,907.04

Total $23,128.33 $16,719.95 $35,907.04 $75,755.32



HONTC Stakeholders

• Panhandle Butterfly House Board of Directors
• Former and Current Beach Beautification Committee
• Navarre Beach Leaseholders and Residents Association
• Navarre High School Junior ROTC
• Navarre Beach Area Chamber of Commerce
• Navarre Area Board of Realtors (NABOR)
• Tourism Development Committee (TDC) 
• Tourism Development Office and Navarre Beach staff
• Sea Turtle Conservation Center representatives
• Marine Science Station representatives
• Marine Reefs representatives



• Need for dedicated right turn lane

• Wait time at intersection and improved traffic flow, especially during peak season.

• Most cost-feasible way to solve problem now

• No ROW purchase required

• 2013 Volkert study of intersection 

• SRC Engineering begins intersection evaluation feasibility

• SRC Engineering developing site plan

• Secure funding

2. Gulf Boulevard 
Intersection Improvements



2. Gulf Boulevard 
Intersection Improvements (continued)

• GOAL - begin construction Feb/March 2017

• Construction plan to be completed by November 1

• BOCC to give approval to advertise for construction during first meeting in 
November.

• Design is currently ongoing in SRC Engineering Department



3. Renovation of Santa Rosa Island    
Park Entrances

• Provide consistent signage for all
• County boat launch

• Navarre Marine Park

• Navarre Beach public parking area

• Pier parking area

• Provide enhanced protective 
pedestrian features

• Provide landscaping and lighting



4. New NB Public Restroom Facilities 
and Shower Wash Downs

• Restrooms 25 years old – damaged 
and repaired multiple times after 
major storms, remain susceptible to 
storm over-wash due to non-
compliant elevations.

• ADA no-compliant ramps and 
handrails 

• Shower wash down stations 
improved



5. Multi-use Path Improvements

• RFP to resurface and stripe path
• Painted distance markers along the path at ¼ mile intervals

• Path resurfacing (one-inch overlay on approximately 3.5 path)

• Select water fountains and fountain locations for path
• Pet watering stations

• Turtle-friendly lighting

• Irrigation installation

• Secure funding

• Begin project



Reduce Signage on Santa Rosa Island

• Removal of “Closed Until Further Notice” 
signs at boat ramp parking and Navarre 
Beach Utilities office

• Removal of excess “No Motor Vehicle 
signs and smaller signs on back of stop 
signs

• Removal of “No Motor Vehicles” signs on 
path at P-1 and P-2 in Marine Park, 
install sign at path entrance into park

• Removal of all “Hide-Lock-Take” signs

• Removal of “Adopt A Spot” signs



Reduce Signage on Santa Rosa Island

• Removal of “+ intersection ahead” signs 
from multiuse path

• Removal of “No parking” sign at exist to 
east entrance of  pier parking area

• Removal of “Soundside Park/Public Beach 
Access” sign on causeway

• “Share the Road” sign is optional

• “Pathway Narrows on Bridge” sign 
recommended if condition not apparent

• “No Sexual Offenders May Enter Park” 
signs not required by ordinance or statute. 
Can be consolidated or removed.



THANK YOU
Rob Williamson, District 4 commissioner

850.983.1877


